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School Sought For Recreation

Purposes By Community Clubs

Recreational facilities, which it is hoped will cater to everything
from tot lots to organized team sports in East Kildonan, were discussed

with enthusiasm at a meeting held

Wednesday night at Melrose School.

A large attendance, particularly of community club representatives,
along with a few Schoal Board and #——

cogndl members, ware presant.
Chairman of the School Board,

L. A. McMahon, told the meet-

ing that “we are reaching the

peint  today, putsdde of the

Bronx Park grounds. where the

only area for recreation is the

school groands.”

The School Board, Mr. MecMahon
said, had set aside property for tot
lots at the east end of Prince Edward
grounds and the west end of Angus
McKay, and football pitches in Lord
Wolseley and Melrose grounds.

Most of the discussion centred
around the Meltose grounds where
half of the property is in the hands
of the munlcipality.

The grounds have
priated for basketbhall,
football and track and field. It was
hoped to inciude bassball, too, i the
other half could be nequired. Other-
wise it would be harardous for =
“tot lot, also planned for the grounds.

A spokesman for the Melrose
group toid the meeting “There
are a lot of children here. If
the grounds are not large enough
for baseball then that sport

been blue

volleyball, -

years untf]l the pre-school chil-

dren sre grown up.”

Baseball enthuslasts were relieved
when Mr. McMahon stated thers was
ample room for a baseball field on

- -the Munroe grounds.

George Flook, president of the East
Kildonan Community Club, felt the
-Parks Board shouid scquire all the
Melrose property first before they
‘discuss what should be done with it.

He said that members of his club
would appear before East Kildonan
Council Monday night to request
‘that this property be piaced in the
jurisdiction of the Parks Board. He
requested all community clubs be
represented,

" Jim Foubister was named spokes-
man for the Melrose group and Ken.
- Davidson for Bronx Park. -

LACROSSE MEETING

A lacrosse meeting will be held
in the Bronx Park clubrooms tonight

at 8 o'clock. All bays in the com- |

munity, wishing to play lacrosse this
‘summer, and men willing to assist

should be kept out-for & few the teams are urged io-attend.
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?Jlm Foubister

;Named Head

May 1956

Of New Club

1

A general®meeting to name the
executive and directorate for a new
community club in the Melrose-
Chelsea ares was held last Thursday
night.

Jim Foubister was elected first
president of the club with Gord.
Phillips, George Perks and Tom
Patrick vwe- pm.idents. Other

Treasurer—Ron Ryland

Directors-»-~Jack Muirhead, Bill
Pattison, Jim:. Stephen. George
Michaluk, Al. Edwards, Jim Hansgen,
Roy Murphy, Mrs, George Smith,
Jack HRobertson, Knight Morton,
Bert Tibbs, Mrs, Holman, John
Kupskay,  Orvil Borham, L. J.
Griffin, Mrs. Brownlee, Jack Neu-
teld, Cathy Toews, Mrs. Goy, Chas.
Strachan, Bob Latta, Bob Roy, Fred.
Bjerring, Tony Reid, C. R. Stuart
and Bill Templin.

The executive and directors
met for the first time Wed-
nesday night. Committees were
formed and plans to develop the
Melroge-Chelsea-Roch area were
discussed. .

One of the first projects of the
club will be a drive for funds,
which, it is hoped, will be started
In the very near f{uture,
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E. Kildonan's New

| Sports Area Named
Recreational Centre

East Kildonan's newest commun-
ily ciub received the name of the
East Xildonan Recreational Centrs
st & meeting of the executive and
directors held recentiy.

Be The club has already put in a
Y€1 conmiderable amount of work on the
90 Melrose-Chelsea rite. With the co-
) speration of the Parks Board and
School Board the grounds are being
filled and levelled 30 that there will
e proper drainage at z}] times. >

Et Members of the executive have
be ! spent a considerabis amoust of
1 time vimiting other communlly
ctubs throughout the eily, and it
30| t expected thai tentative plans
i for e clubhoase will be drawn
m. up shortly. .

a The club’s finance commitiee also
.3 hard a! work and i3 gelting organ:
aed for a drive for fundas which
will probably get underwsy about
as ) June 13th
tor An ofticial of the new ciub stated
HY fhat the new name selected, East
1 K:idonarn Recreational Centre, was
r | lloten because they wanted to
3*3 | pmphasize 1o the public the club

I was there for all people of the ares
2 Land not yust for two ur three groups.

ere SPFRING TEA POSTPONED
s Due o unforesevn circumstances,
gh i the Elmwood Winter Club has can-
Ued ity Spring Tea until the build-
aZ | & it finished in the fall

ing! The draw w;ll b held on June Tth
i ihe clubroomse as  previcusly
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New Recreation
Centre Reports
Much Progress

The East Kildonan Recreational
Centre, formed four short months
ago, has been very active In ita
efforts to bring. the .residents of
East Kildonan a recreation centre
that al! will be proud.

! The Finance Committee is going
yahead with the Building Fund can-
ivass for funds. The residents already
called on have been mosi generous
and it 1s hoped the remainder of
the canvass will be equally suc-
cessful,

The Bnilding Committee re-

of architeets the job of turning
out sketches and plans for the
Centre’s building. It is felt
that construction of thisx build-
ing will commence in September.

The grounds have been surveyed
and with the assistance of the East
Kildcnan Engineering Dept.  {ill
will be made available in the near
future.

The East Kildonan Kiwanis Club's
Bovs and Girls Committee is golng
ahead with plans for the installation
of tot lot equipment on the grounds,

The Social Committee has been
Jactive 1n lining up activities for the
fail season. Lack of a building,
however, has forced them to curtail
their activities somewhat, A fall
tea 15 being planned for early Oct-
ober and a giant corn roast in the
near {uture.

i

oy

August 1956 *
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_ cently turned over to a group. . . .
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p Plans for a new recrealional
1n

aryicentre on Melrose and Chelsea
ar-!
1at
ur-
V-

avenues were put beflore East Kil-
donan council Tuesdayrnight.

Jim Foubister, president, and
in (Gearge Perks, vice-presiden! of
be-|the KEast. Kildonan ' recreational
he

centre commillee, gave details of
2 the proposal, which includes an
ice and hockey rink to start with

he followed by the building of an
)r.![audilorium wilh stage and dress-
he ing rooms and showers in the
onibasement. It is hoped eventually
M- also te have a library at the cen-
ns tre,

Council agreed to the project
)r.' subject to approval of the plahs
0 committee,
nY} Council learned that five houses
€ on Linden avenue have more than
Uione family, contrary to the zoning

»

Ie|byla\w A petition on the subject
‘was received at the last ¢ouncil
mee[mg at which time an inves-

AN,

no! THREE CITY AIR CADETS

Ed}jGOING TO ROYAIL ROADS

;‘n‘ Three Winnipeg air cadels

st| have been selected under the
Regular Officers’ Training
Plan to attend Roval Roads in

an| Victoria where all three will

of | study engineering. They are:

re| Frank .Johnson, 126 Cordova

in| street; Kenneth Mcl.ean, 185

y-{ lLanark street, and Don Cun-

in| dall, 91 Atlantic avenue.

;’: SCHOOL OPENS

n! WAWANESA Man.

(Special) —

n
nl | The public and high schools openedISt
‘ ‘here Aug. 29. H. L. Williams re-: Vital:;

September 1956

roup

Plan$

Reu'eatlondl Centre

tigation was ordered.

One of the residents ap[pcared
before council and stated that all
the occupants in the house were
using the same kitchen facilities.
Mayor G. N. Suttie told him that
the way council interpreled the act
at present he had nothing lo worry
about. .

In other cases lt was. dec:ded
that where it could be shown that
there had been a contravention of
the bylaws action should bq taken,

The Time
And Place
For Yo-Yo

Thursday is the third day for
-the Free Press yo-yo classes, and

.next week the big contest 'starts.

So don't miss out, kids! Meet
the champs in your own neighbor-

1hood, and learn the Lricks that

can win you the grand prize — a

_new bicycle — and many other

wonderful prizes.

Here are the fimes and places
for Thursday's classes: |

4.00 p.m.—Saleway supermarket,
St. Vital and St. Mary (St Vital);
Jones’ Pharmacy, St. Mary's and
Niverville (Norwpod): P

4.45 p.m. --Safevt:y supermarket, '
Marion and IBra,e ar: Padk Phar-
macy. Elm! Park road and St.
Mary's (St. Vital).

5.30 p.m -Safeway supermarket
Mary's and .St. Anne's (St
John's Store, Horace and

nlmamq as principal, with Miss H. YouvalJe (St. Bonlface)

:_;Hampton as assistant, P,nrollrnenl
dlﬂ expected to exceed 150,

‘and LaFleche (St

6.15 p.m.—Shop Rite, Provencher
Ranifars)
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Recreational Centre

Marks Sod Tuming
With Street Dance

The Fast Kildonan Recrestional
Centre celebraled ilx official sod-
turning ceremany  Saturday  night
with a glan! wiener roast and
sing song

The block between CThiltea and
Bronx on Watlt st was clesed o
tratfic and some 300 residents mont
ol whom danced n the strrets,
watched Mavor George Suttie turn
the first saxd

The proceedings opened with the
anging of O Canada” led by Doug
Allan of the Elmwood Fast Kiidonan
YMCA, acvompanied by acvord.aon
music,

Georgr Prrka, vice-presideat
and chairman of ihe planaing
and building committee. acted as
chalrman in the abeence of fim
Foabister, preaident, in the rariy

. part of the evening.

He introduced Marver Geo Sutlie
Councillor Bruce Bodie. Murdoch
Galbreath, Dave Brown, and others

Gordon Phiihips, vice - president
and chauiman pf the socal com-

miiter,  asasled by the  ladier |

aux:liary and their presider: M
Anne Brownlee, took charge of the
arrangerenis for the even:

The firsl unit te be comstrorted

in addressung ithe large rrowd
sientinueesd on Dage §
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+ Mayor Suttie said, In parl; “These !’

Oct_ober 1956
Recreational Centre

Marks Sod Turning

(Continued from page I3

€t s iy - b i

tine and desirabie things da net®
just happen of thetr own secord. !
Behind the scenes there must be a:
power, a driving force working for:
the good of cothers. Thal power, .
that dnve, that force. iy the exec-
utive with the help of all the club-
members .

"Now we have a new ciub ready
e g o work, we are picased with'
it and proud 0f the people respon-
sible for 1ts existence. On behalf of
the Counci of Enst Kildonan ! want
1o lender our mincere thanks and
appreciation.”

Foilowing the sod - turmng cere-
monies Mavor Sultie Lt the grant
ronfire which burned long after the
activilies had ceased

OFFERS SERVICES
GUELPH, Ont. -~ A man ia
Madnid, Spain, has wrnitten 3 book-
miler here offering his seorices xs

3 Spanush transiator The writer

sard he woald hite ™o speed 3 loog
season 0 Lanads. o Budy Dwe
methods wded 1N your Lihratiey ”

© b

g
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by Yienna Badiuk .

" Every Wedncsday"éﬁcri
noon the women’'s auxiliary
of Mélrose Park Community

Centre meet at the'club, 480

Kimberly Avenue.

They sew sweat pants.

They plan social functions.

They bake pies.

They discuss the logistics
of the upcoming Christmas
craft sale.

In total,
women on the autiliary spend
a minimum of eight hours a
week in projects such as
these.

These women have a goal.

It is fund-raising for the re-
development and upgrading
of the community ¢entre.

The Melrose Park- Com-
munity Centre was built in
the early 1950's. 1t is located
immediately west of the

public lane, west of Watt -

Street and south of Kimberly
Avenue,

Melrose, like other com-
munity centres in the area,
was constructed by the
original club members sup-
plying volunteer labour, and

raising funds for materials

costs, Limitations imposed
by the use of volunteer
labour, and financial restric-
tions Jeft certain areas of con-

each of the 20

November 1985

struction and planning in-
complete, In spite. of these
restrictions, the building was
reasonably well built,

“‘But now, it is more than
30 vears old and is
outdated,’” said Cindy Rid-

dell, auxiliary spokesperson. .

**The main part of our
facility is in the basement.
We want to pull that out of
the basement and bring it
upstairs,”’

Based on 1985 registration,
Meirose Park provides pro-
grams, for 537 participants.

Thirty five organized sport
teams play under the Melrose
Missiles name, ‘

The problems: whlch the

“centre currently faces, as

detailed by the community
centre members are as
follows:

* Only the basement area

can be utilized by the general

public to change skates, This -
creates the dangerous pro--

blem of climbing stairs with

skateson.. .. . NP

-~

e The two' stiirwells from

the basement are located at
the same point and have a

common wall, They are not -
“large enough to - accOm-.
modate normal traffic, and .

would be a disasterous bot-
tleneck should emergency
evacuation of the basement
arise. Obviously, two people
would have a difficult time
passing each other. A panic
situation would mean instant
disaster,

» The two stairways from

the basement are located at -

thé same point on the
building exterior causing fur-
ther safety problems.

* The washroom facilities
are located in the basenrent.

The facilities are inaccessible

for the disabled and difficult

. to reach for the elderly. They .
are also

so inadequate in
number and size on many-6c-
casions.

e Thie canteen is located in
the basement with accessibili-
ty problems resulting.

¢ The canteen has no cook- -
ing facility, The cooking L

facility is located on the main

are needed. -

. * Thesix dressmg rooms in

the basement are sesved by a
'dead end’corridor. This is a
: 'serious fire safety problem.

basement dressing rooms to
the common area opens
directly in front of the can-
teen door -resulting in an ob-
vious safety problem. .

'+ The canteen drop door
and fire door to dressing
rooms have a conflicting sw-
ing patch. When the canteen
is opened, the fire door is
propped open because of
this. The door then serves no
purpose.

¢ The main floor is two
steps up from ground level
limiting its accessibility.

¢ The design of the main
tloor produces two small
areas instead of one large
area, This limits the size of
functions. |

¢ The main access, from

.the main floor to the base-
“iiment, is also the main access
- from outside, to the base-
~ment. On busy nights, there is

a serious traffic problem in

: ,,_thls area..
floor.- This is inconvenjent ™'

and causes serious safety prcr--'--vfE
_blems when cooking facllmcs

‘¢ The buildmg is a fire

‘hazard, There are a number

“of buildms rcode_ violations

- that “are. “outlined in, Al

Leader's . report
hxtec;’s report was reviewed
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the immediate
changes.

-» Layout of 'the facility is
poor. The hockey rinks
should be placed to provide a
adjacent shelter. The trailers
now provide a temporary
solution at best.

* Drainage in the area is
poor.
flows along a shallow ditch
west of the clubhouse. The
basement floods frequently,

* The electrical utility shed
is deteriorating.

* The sports equipment.

storage area is separate from
the clubhouse. Fortunately

need for -

Most spring run off -

this area has not been broken

into and equipmient stolen.

¢ Parking space is very
limited. This is.especially a
problem when the church lot,
south of the center, is being
used by the church members.

¢ The rinks are not design-
ed to accommodate anything
other than hockey. Rinks

that could be converted to
another use, tennis for exam: °

ple, in summer months would
be preferred.
» There is no playground
equipment at the centre,
“*There are serious pro-
blems with the current facili-

T W T

ty. Largely, these problems
stem from inadequate financ-
ing at the club. The facilities
were developed as they were
needed, and when they could
be afforded. These problems
must be addressed now,”
Riddell stated.

The proposal being put

forth by the community cen-
tre is an addition to the front
of the building, renovation to
the main floor north and
south as well as the basement
area,

‘Total cost is pegged at
$250,000. -

Towards that total the

L LA B

itching to gro

November 1985

community centre has pledg-
ed $50,000 and the province
has guaranteed $75,000.

At the Tuesday, November
26 meéeting of the East
Kildonan-Transcona com-
munity committee, the centre
will be asking the ¢ity to fund
the rest of the $125,000
necessary to complete the
project.

“Encouraged by the support
shown_ by local councillor
Anne Jorowski (Miles Mac-
donell) as others, Riddell
stressed that what is. now
needed is financial backing.

“‘Next year is the cenire’s
30th anniversary. It would be
nice to have our anniversary

_party in our new facility.”

she said.

NEW FACESS
Children and Families
‘Belong Together
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by Wanda McConnell

Meirose Community Cen-
tre could' receive about
$80,000 from the East Kil-
donan-Transcona sub-com-
mittee on parks and recrea-
tion towards the cost of
financing their - expansion
project. ’

December 1985
Representatives from the
community- centre appeared
before the community com-
mittee at its regular meeting
November 26 (o request
$125,000 in financial as-

sistance for the project, esti- -
mated to cost $250,000.
" The-sub-committee agreed .

to advise the civic properties
department to update its 1984
estimate of the cost of up-
grading the community cen-
tre. A figure of §75,000 has
been .included " in the civic

properties budget for at least -

the last two years. In 1986
dollars, that estimate is more

likely ‘to be about $80,000
councillor Don  Mitchelson
(Henderson Ward) told the
Melrose representatives.

The revised figure from
civic properties is to be in the
hands of the committee on

recreation, culture, and social

services in. time for its

December 9 meeting, when it
will make a decision on
whether a grant should be ap-
proved and if so, how much.
That committee will then for-
ward its decision to city coun-
cil for final approval.

{(continued on page 8)
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Long overdue o« =

continued from page 1

To further accommodate
the community centre, the
sub-committee agreed that
rather than including the
revised figure in its capital
estimates, which aren’t ap-
proved until late February,
that they would ask for the
money as a first draw against
the'East Kildonan-Transcona
1986 land dedication reserve
account, a quicker rdute to
obtaining funds for the pro-
ject. '

In an interview with The
Herald Councillor Anne
Jarowski (Miles MacDonnell
Ward), said the counciilors
agree that Melrose should
have been upgraded long ago,
but because the city has been
in a restraint period, grants
for upgrading have been put
off.

“‘Melrose has been waiting
years for this money, and has
been putting up with a great
many deficiencies in the
meanume,”” she said. “They
want to know how much
longer thev are going 1o have
1o wait.”

The councillor  pratsed
Melrose Community Centre,
which has 35 organized sporis
teams playing under the
Melrose Missiles name. “*[t's
a large well-used community
centre. | always see such 4
wonderful camaradenie, The
children and adults are there
together. Too often the pa-
rents just drop therr children

off, but at Melrose you see
lots of parents.” And you

knew, that's the sécret 1o
their success.™
T'he money, Councillor

Farowshi and Melrose repre-
sentative  Russell Malkoske
agreed, would really only br-
ing the building up to the
minimum safety standards.

Malkokse said rthe civic
properttes estimate was ear-
marked to make changes 1o
the building to eliminate the
fire hazard, with no addi-
tional upgrading. He said the
basemery has six changing
rooms running off a dead-
end hallway. One of the first
priorities of the project is to
add a second stairwell and
convert the six dresing rooms
imo two larger ones.

With the additional funds
— $50,000 from the com-
munity centre, and %75,000
from the provincial govern-
ment’s Community Assets
Program, the club will add a
3,700 square-foot  banguet
hall, main floor kitchen and
canteen, washrooms and
skate change area. In all, said
Malkokse, the changes will
serve to eliminate general use
of the basement.

Funding from the city, pro-
vinee and club will only bring
the 1otal to around $200,000,
councillor Jim Ragsdsll «aid
al the meeting.

“"Where are vou going (o
get the other $80,0007° he
asked.

"down

Malkokse told the commuit-
tee that Melrose has applied
for a Section 38, fedetal®
goverprment make-work pro-
ject. grani, , which would
amount to about $28,000. He
said he was confident the re-
maining $20,000 could be
raised by the community cen-
tre..

The new]y expanded build-
ing could be rented out 10
generate some ncome, he
told the community commit-
tee.

Dave Dollis, a member of
the sub-committee on parks
and recreation, also assured
his fellow commitiee mem-
bers that Melrose would like-
ly have no trouble finding
$20,0). He cited a great deal
of enthusiasm within the
community centre, and said
that with a canvas of the
community to solicit funds,
bingos, and hall renials, he
**can’t see this city ever hav-
ing to come up with a penny
more than your grant.””

And, as a last. resort,
Malkokse said, the centre
would also be willing (o scale
their project o
eliminate the possibility of a
debt. He said the community
centre had originally hoped
to totally rebuild their
facilities, bur found the cost.
about $600,000 too high to
ever hope 1o succeed. In-
stead, they have settled for a
more modest exvpansion and
FENOVALION.
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Melrose Park 5 Lumue Thiessen, left, and Susan Carson look for family members in old hockey team photos.
Melrose is celebrating its 50th anniversary with a party on Sept.16.

Club celebrating anniversary with
big party on Sept. 16

By Bernice Pontanilla
Staff Reporter

A fresh coat of white paint, from floor to ceiling, on
the walls of the main hall is just one way Melrose Park
Community Club is celebrating its 50th birthday.

The second way is with a big party.

“Everyone's welcome to come,” said Melrose president
Susan Carson. “It’s all free, except for the social, and we
have a live band performing in the afternoon.”

Melrose Park’s 50th anniversary party takes place from
2 to 6 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 16, and features pony
rides, face painting, hot dogs and an inflatable bouncer
for the kids,

For the adults, there is a silent auction, pig roast and
beer gardens planned and, for the evening, a $5-per-
ticket soctal at 8 p.m.

Carson, who has been a member of the club for more
than 25 years, said Melrose's history is full of cramples
of community members coming together to expand the
club several times aver.

“The amount of volunteer labour that went into
starting this club in 1956 was astronomical,” said
Carson, adding they still have the original minutes from
those meetings.

“It was all volunteers that came and built this by

sections.”

Today Melrose is a hub of activities, with soccer and
hockey playing prominent roles.

But the club is also the home of Manitoba Volleyball's
outdoor summer league, the dressing centre for Miles
Macdonell Collegiate’s Buckeyes football team and the
home of an affordable children’s summer camp and
seniors arts and crafts space.

Melrose's treasurer and full-time caretaker Connie
Thiessen said the club is her second home, as she spends
the same amount of fime in both her home and the club.

“My kids are here every night of the week," said
Thiessen, who painted the entire main hall and added
she has a few little projects still to go. *It's why I got
involved, for my kids."

Thiessen started off volunteering for bingo, one of
Melrose’s main fundraising activities, then worked her
way up to the executive and, since 2002, has been the
club's full-time caretaker.

The husbands of both Carson and Thiessen grew up
going to Melrose Park and their children have grown up
there too.

Thiessen's two youngest children play their hockey out
of Melrose, while Carson’s did up until the 1990s.

Both said they hope many people, cspecially new
residents with kids, come out and enjoy the festivities,

*T think both of us will be here until the day we die,”
said Thiessen, as Carsen nodded.

Melrose Park is looking for donations for the silent
auction. If you can donate, call 669-0518.
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